4th Grade

OPTIONAL Holiday Work Packets To Maintain Skills over Winter Break

Research shows that parents who work on learning skills with their children
at home improve their children’s academics and test scores. Maintaining skills
during time off from school is important and helps all students retain
information learned. We have posted “Holiday Work Packets To Maintain
Skills over Winter Break” on our website for those parents who WANT to do
these with their child. These Packets are OPTIONAL.

The purpose of these packets is to help students maintain skills learned so far
this year and to continue to build and maintain skills and strategies. If you
would like to, please have your child work on these packets no more than 5 to 30
minutes per day over vacation depending on their grade level. Some skills may
be above your child’s level. That’s ok. Just try them, but do not frustrate yourself
or your child. Students who turn in completed packets after winter break will get
a “HOMEWORK PASS”. Scanned copies of the packets are available on our
website in the “Newsletter” section at wwwpantherrun.com/newsletter.html.

When we return from Winter Vacation it will be time for us to focus intensely
on reading, mathematics, and writing skills, in order to help us prepare students
for upcoming standardized testing and build core skills for the grade level.
Children depend on the adults around them to guide and support them as they
explore and learn about the world in which they live. There are a number of
things you, as a significant adult in a child’s life, can do to help that child
succeed. Adults play a vital role in children’s lives and can make a great
difference in their academic achievement.

Active participation in your child’s education is the best way to help your
child prepare for the school. Meeting with teachers, monitoring in class and
homework assignments, and reading with your child are all excellent ways to get
involved. Please work with your children at home as well. Spend time each day
working on a subject. Review homework and papers brought home with your
child. Practice writing and work on basic math skills. Read with your children
and ask them questions about the story to increase reading comprehension skills.
For a list of ideas for activities you can do with your child at home to help them
with academic subjects, go to www.fcatexplorer.com on the Internet and click on
the link for “Parent & Family Guide. This web site is loaded with supplemental
reading and math activities parents can do with their children. Don’t forget to
visit the “Kids Zone” of pantherrun.com for on-line educational activities. By
working together as a team, home & school, we can ensure your child’s academic
success!

www.inmatesearch.mobi
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Read the article "Robins." Then answer the questions that follow.

Robins

The robin is Michigan's state bird. It
is a thrush, a migratory songbird. The adult
is between 9 and 11 inches in body length.
The male and female both are brown and
have bright rust-colored bréast feathers.
Young robins are brown and have speckled
breasts.

Robins migrate in large flocks. Robins
usually spend the winter in the southern

United States. As many as 200 to 300 robins =

at a time fly south to warm climates in the
fall. They will land at the same time to rest
and feed. They do a great deal of damage
to farmers' crops. They will land in a
strawberry patch or tomato field in Florida
and have a feast. The farmer has a headache!
He's lost a crop. '

At the end of winter the robins return
to their summer habitat. Robins are among
the first birds to migrate north each spring.
The males return north in March, about two
weeks before the females.
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Almost two-thirds of a robin's diet is

vegetable matter such as fruit and seeds.

Robins are also excellent worm and insect
gatherers. If robins could choose their
dinner, cherries and mulberries would be
two favorite items on the menu.

Have you ever observed a robin cock
its head as though it were "listening" to the
ground? Some people believe that when a
robin does this it is listening for worms
wiggling in the ground. Experts say that the
robin isn't listening, but looking. Because
its eyes are on the sides of its head, a robin
must cock its head sideways to look for
worms.

A robin's nest can be found in an
evergreen tree, on a porch light fixfurc, or
on a ledge of a building. Most nests will be
5 t0 15 feet from the ground. They are made
of grasses, weeds, mud, and even bits of
string.

Two to seven pale blue eggs may be
in a single nest. Usually it's four. "Robin's
egg blue" is the name for the color blue that
is the shade of a robin's egg. The mother
robin is responsible for the incubation of
her eggs in the nest. It takes 11 to 14 days
for the eges to hatch. Once hatched, the
baby birds are fed with worms and insects
by both parents. About 14 to 16 days after
they are born, the yqng birds begin to learn
to fly. If you approach a nest with baby
robins, the parents may dive at you to warn
you to go away.

Read
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@ According to this article, robins eat which of the following foods?

(® seeds, treg bark, and worms

atis @ seeds, nuts, and roots

i 1- @ . cherries, mulberries, and insects
@

eds. i .
sect cherries, nuts, and worms

heir
I be
@ Read this sentence from the article.

ock Robins migrate in large flocks.
the What does the word migrate mean?

'n a '
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to travel in very large numbers
to move from one area to another
to irnitate songs of many birds

to damage farmers' crops
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an : @ If you were going to separate the text about robins into four sections,
» OF : how could you label each section and why?

-be Use details and information from the article to support your answer.
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@ If a female robin laid her eggs on May 1, when would the baby robins begin to fly?

about May 12
about May 16
about June 1

about June 15

RO

' @ What are some things you could do to attract robins to your neighborhood?
Think about the robin's habitat, diet, and habits as you write your answer.
READ

miitew Us¢ details and information from the article to support your answer.
TEXPLATL

: @ Where would you MOST likely find an article like "Robins"?

in a Florida tourism brochure

in a book called "Prairie Birds"

in a bird watching guide

in a flyer called "Michigan Mammals"

Clelele)

F
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Read the article ""The Mockingbird." Then answer the questions that follow.

- *The Mockingbird

The mockingbird is Florida's'state bird.
The adult is about 9-11 inches in length with
a slim body. Bdth male and female

mockingbirds have medium gray backs and -

light gray bellies. They have white wing
patches and tail feathers. They have short
wings and long legs.

Mockingbirds are song birds. They are

a cousin to the robin. Mockingbirds can’

mimic the calls and songs of many other
birds. This bird has been recorded

. mimicking 32 different kinds of birds in a

10 minute time period. Mockingbirds can
also mimic frogs, crickets, piano notes, and
the sound of squeaky wheels!

The meckingbird is Florida's state bird

Almost half the mockingbird's diet
consists of berries. They enjoy holly
berries, mulberries, and grapes. They also
eat insects. Their favorites are grasshoppers
and beetles. They will eat seeds from
backyard bird feeders, but prefer to eat
insects, berries, and fruit from shrubs and
gardens. ' o

The mockingbird is a year round
resident of Florida. The bird usually lives
in shrubs or trees. The male and female
work together to build their nest. The nest
is built with twigs, grass, dry leaves, and
plant stems. It is lined with soft grass or
small roots. The nests are found in the fork
of a tree or shrub, usually three to ten feet
off the ground.

The female will lay from three to six
eggs, but four eggs are most common. The
eggs are blue-green with brown speckles.
Only the mother will incubate the eggs. It
takes 12-14 days for the eggs to hatch. The
babies will learn to fly about 10-12 days
after they hatch. The female mockingbird
usually lays eggs two or three times each
year.

Mockingbirds guard their nests and
territory closely. If a mockingbird nest is
in danger, both parents will dive at creatures
near the nest. Mockingbirds rarely flock
together in groups. They are usually found
alone or in pairs.
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(M . to make birdcalls
@

0Re6

Read this sentence from the article.

Mockingbirds can mimic the calls and songs of many other birds.
What does the word mimic mean? '
@® to imitate

to sing

to create sounds

What is the MOST likely reason the mockingbird is Florida's state bird?

It is orange and white like the Florida state flag.
It can imitate other sounds.

It likes water.

It lives in Florida all year.

©ee®

Read this sentence from i:he article.
Only the mother will incubate the eggs.

What does this sentence mean?

Only the mother bird lays eggs.

Only. the mother bird sits on the eggs and hatches them.

Only the mother bird keeps other animals away from the eggs in the nest.
The mother bird will not allow other birds to feed her babies.

After reading the articles "Robins" and "The Mockingbird,"
what conclusion can you make about state birds?

'@ Different states have different state birds.
'®  All states have the same state bird. &

(© Michigan and Florida are the only states that have a state bird.
(@  All states must choose between mockingbirds and robins for their state bird.

ORI R S
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" Think about how robiné and mockingbirds are alike ﬁnd how they are

different. Use the articles to complete this chart about each bird.
%Robms 7 Mockingbirds

. size

habitat

migration

food

. nest

eggs

babies

D

ReaD . M
THINK .-
“EXPLAIN

Write a paragraph about how robins and mockingbirds are ALIKE.
Use information and details from the chart above.

READ

. THINK
EXPLAIN

—

Write a paragraph about how robins and mockingbirds are DIFFERENT.

Use information and details from the chart above.
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Read the article “"Thomas Edison's Greatest Discoverj."

Then answer the questions that follow.

THOMAS EBISON’S GREATEST DISCOVERY

Thomas Edison was as a brilliant
inventor. He invented over 1,000 items that
people use every day including the dight

bulb, his most famous invention. Yet, -

things did not come easily for Thomas
Edison. He had many obstacles in his life
and he had to work hard to overcome them.

Thomas Edison was born in 1847. As a

young boy, Tom was very curious and -

always asking questions. He wanted to
know things such as why chickens sat on
eggs or why the sky was blue. Sometimes
adults lost patience with Tom because he
asked so many questions. Tom’s teachers
said that he was all mixed up and confused.
One teacher told Tom, “All you do is ask
silly questions! There is nothing I can do
with you at school!” Tom went home crying.
Tom’s mother became angry at the
teacher’s remark. She told Tom that he could
learn at home. Tom never returned to school.
In his whole life, Thomas Edison attended
school for only three months.

Becausé Tom did not go to school, he
had to learn things by himself. Tom taught
himself how to read. He loved books. When
Tom was nine years old, he read a science
book and decided to become an inventor.
Tom knew that an inventor must conduct
experiments, so he built a homemade
laboratory where he could work. Tom
needed to earn money to buy things for his
laboratory, so he got a job. He sold
newspapers and snacks on the train that
traveled between his hometown of Port
Huron, Michigan, and Detroit, Michigan.

One morning Tom was late for his job
on the train. The train started to pull away

from the station, so Tom ran as fast as he
could to catch the moving train. The
conductor saw Tom running and he reached
out to help Tom. He grabbed the first thing
he could reach — Tom’s ears. The conductor
pulled Tom up onto the train by his ears.
Tom heard something inside his ears go
“snap” and they hurt for a long time
afterward. After that, Thomas Edison lost
almost all of his hearing. - :
Tom tried not to mind that he was
nearly deaf. He often said the quiet in his
head gave him room to think. However years
later, he wrote in his diary, “I haven’t heard
a bird sing since I was twelve years old”
In the days when Thomas Edison was

growing up, there weren’t any telephones

or computers. People used telegraphs to
send messages. A telegraph sends
messages over a wire using a special code,
called the Morse code. Morse code spelis

- words by tapping out a group of dots and

dashes. Thomas Edison quickly learned the
Morse code when he was in his teens and
he became a telegraph operator. Even
though Tom could not hear, he could feel
the vibrations of the dots and dashes on
the telegraph machine. He was able to earn
a living tapping out Morse code to send
messages. '

In those days, there weren't any hearing
aids to help deaf people, so Thomas Edison
taught himself how to read lips. This way
he could “hear” people talk. He also used
the Morse code to help overcome his

~deafness. Later on in life, after he was

married, he taught his wife Morse code and
they tapped words into each other’s hands.
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They talked to each other using Morse
code. Tom’s wife helped Tom when they
went out in public by tapping messages on
her husband’s arm. This way, Thomas Edison

could understand the conversations around

him.

We use many of Thomas Edison’s

inventions every day. Our lives are better

.because of the things he discovered.

Thomas Edison made his life better by
learning how to work around his problems.
Perhaps this was Mr. Edison’s greatest
discovery of all:

€@ Whatis the MAIN idea of this article?

®  Thomas Edison did not allow his problems to stop him from

becoming successful.

@O

Thomas Edison was the greatest inventor of all time.

The Morse code was very important to Thomas Edison.
Thomas Edison believed that to become successful, work was
more important than school. '

READ

EXPLAIN your answer.

Many people believe that the light bulb was Thomas Edison’s greatest
discovery. What discovery does the author feel was Thomas Edison’s
RERD greatest? Describe the discovery and give THREE examples to support

e
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Read this sentence from the article.

Sometfines adults lost patience with Tom because he asked so many questioﬁs.
Which-of the following méans someone is not patient?

unpatient
inpatient
impatient
patientiess

OOG

0]

READ
HINK
EXPLAIN

-

Why did young Tom Edison attend school for only three months?
Use details and information from the article to support your answer.

=)

READ

=

HINK
EXPLAIN

Describe how Thomas Edison got his education after leaving school.
Use details and information from the aiticle to SUppOrt your answer.
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The Morse code is based on a series of

® lights.
signals.
© taps.

" (®» words.

4

®

READ
HINK
XPLAIN

mi—

How did the Morse code help Thomas Edison overcome his hearing loss?
Use details and information from the article to support your answer.

READ

HINK
APLAIN

mi—

Accordmg to the article, what was the MOST important way Thomas Edison's
life changed by working on the train?
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How did Thomas Edison’s deafness affect his work as a telegraph operator
and as an inventor?

He was able to be both an operator and an inv itor even though he was deaf.
He was able to be both an operator and an inventor with the help of his wife.

He was able to be both an operator and an inventor only with the help of
Merse code.

He missed hearing important messages as a telegraph operator,

but he could still work as an inventor.

© ®e6.
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Reading

@ | Why does the author descfibe'Morsé code to readers?

® bec§se most readers do not understand Morse code

so readers will know how Thomas Edison was able to work as a
telegraph operator ’

©  to help readers understand why Morse code was so important to
Thomas Edisoni ‘ ' '

®  so readers will know that learning Morse code was another obstacle

that Thomas Edison had to overcome

Read the following sgntences from the article.

He often said the quiet in his head gave him room to think.
However, years later, he wrote in his diary, “I haven’t heard a
bird sing since I was twelve years old>

What do these sentences tell the reader -about how Thomas Edison felt about
his deafness? ’ '

@ What is the BEST evidence from this article that Thomas Edison was
a brilliant man?

i
(& He went to work when he was very young.
He read science books.

©
@  He was able to read lips.
O,

He invented over 1,000 useful things. @

Page 39



e

Mathematics .

e A SN N A AN Ak it i e

o What units are used to rn_%asure the temperature on a thermometer?

@ grams -
degrees

© milliliters
® centimeters

Use the graph below to answer question 2.

FAVORITE SUBJECTS OF FOURTH GRADERS .

MATH
SCIENCE
READING

SOCIAL STUDIES

0 5 10 . RE

e How many more students chose math as their favorite subject rather than
science and social studies combined?

Oee®
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Mathematics

9 Gary wants to buy the following toy models to give to his friends.

The price is listed below each model.

What is the best estimate of the total cost of all the tby models?

Clelcle

$10
$15
$20
$25

$4.67

: o Bernie wants to measure the length of his classroom desk using the ruler below.

inches

L1

T

T

1

| 1 |

With this ruler, Bernie can measure the length of his desk to

®
©
®
®

Page 10

the nearest inch.

the nearest third-inch.

the nearest quarter-inch.

the nearest six inches.
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Mathematics

o- Which pair of figures appears to be congruent? ,
. ’ % .
© o ] <7

Use the circle graph below to answer questions 6 and 7.

FAVORITE PIZZA TOPP[NGSV
OF STUDENTS IN MS. SMITH'S CLASS

pepperoni

sausage

onions

mushrooms

peppers

extra cheese

@ Which is the third most favorite topping?

® onions

©) pepperoni
D) sausage

O, mushrooms

o Which topping is the favorite of % of the class?

® sausage
peppers

© extra cheese
®  onions
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Mathematics

Look at the numbers below to answer question 8.

5,6,7,9,10, 11, 13,14, 15,

e What number will come next in the pattern?

® 16
© 17
@ 18
O 19

o Juanita’s new baby sister weighs 7 pounds, 8 ounces.
How many ounces does Juanita’s baby sister weigh? (1 pound = 16 ounces)

® 78 ounces
112 ounces ,
© 120 ounces
) 127 ounces

@ Jody wants to buy a month’s supply of dog food for her five year old dog.
She must buy at least 25 pounds so the dog food will last the entire month.
If frepresents the amount of dog food Jody must buy, which expressmn
best represents how much dog food she needs?

® - f<25
©  f=25
® f=2
® f=5
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Mathematics

@ Which digit will be in the hundreds place if 987,654 is rounded to the nearest hundred?

@
®
©
©

©

%

-~ SN O

@ Jamie’s Iitfle brother is 2 years and 5 months old.
How many months old is Jamie’s little brother?

®

© .

®
®

7 months old
17 months old

29 months old

32 months old

@ Look at the numbers in the input/output table shown below.

What is the rule used in the table
to get the output numbers?

CIRICIS)

the input numbers times 3
the input numbers times 4
the input numbers times 12
the input numbers times 16

input output
3 12
6 24
9
48
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Use the graph below to answer question 14.

NUMBER OF SPORTS BALLS SOLD

10

baseballs basketbalis soccer balls tennis balis

@ What does the graph show?

® There were fewer tennis balls sold than any other type of ball.

There were fewer baseballs sold than any other type of ball.

©
®  There were more soccer balls sold than any other type of ball.
©

There were more tennis balls sold than any other type of ball.
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'Mathematics

@ Kim bought a pencil for $.75, a pen for $1.00, a pad of paper for $4.50,
and an eraser for $.25%
If Kim paid for the items with a $20.00 bill, how much change did she get back?

®  $6.50

$10.00
©  $13.50
®  $14.50

: @ The temperature at 9:00 a.m. is shown on the thermometer below.

90
80
70
60
50

40

°F

If the temperature increases 4 degrees Fahrenheit each hour,
what is the temperature at 5:00 p.m.?

(® 54 degrees
© 70 degrees
@ 78 degrees
O) 82 degrees

m Seth increased his reading time each day for one whole week.
On Monday he read for 20 minutes, on Tuesday for 40 minutes,
and on Wednesday for 60 minutes.
Based on this pattern, for how many minutes did Seth read on Saturday?

D] 20 minutes
100 minutes
© 120 minutes
®) 150 minutes
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Mathematics

@ Which figure below does not have‘any obtuse angles?

®

- Q S

@ Which set is made of three equivalent values?

®

< - 20%
05 +  50%
© 01 & 1%
® 09 1 90%

@ Which number below is a multiple of 97

® 39 %
© 46
@ 59
® 63




